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Willowbrook Primary School Parent Council Meeting
Friday October 14th, 2022, 2.15pm
Attendees: Mrs Branton (Headteacher) Mrs Wistow (Beech Class), Mrs Elliott (Whitebeam Class), Mrs Brown (Chestnut Class), Mrs Chisolm (Pine Class), Mrs O’Grady (Oak Class), Mrs Bradley (Cherry Class), Mrs Hand (Hawthorn Class).	


	Item
	Notes
	Action

	1. Introductions and apologies

	Welcome to two new parent councillors.
	

	2. Communication and parents’ feedback

	· 3PR – walking bus
Parking in the mornings and afternoons are still causing an issue.  Parents are still parking dangerously outside of the school. 

· PTFA representatives from each class and PTFA viability.







· How can we support parents understanding the value of reading at home?

Ideas raised; 
· A reading book per family and recommendations given from the school of age appropriate books that could be read.
· Rewards for the best home reader.
· Homework linked to the family book being read at home.
· Uploading pictures of the book that they are reading onto DB Primary.
· Using the book review section of reading diaries.
· Library assistants to help with the rewards.
· Children to write down words that they don’t understand in their books and share with a parent so that this can be looked up together.
· Highlighting the importance of reading at class assemblies, workshops etc.

· Sports Day
As the weather is normally hot could this be arranged for activities in the morning, lunch then the children go home. 

· Events that parents attend.
At the end of a term there were a lot of events that took place all in one week.  Working parents struggle to attend more than one of these events due to working commitments so they have asked if events that take place throughout the year do not all take place in any 1 week and are spread across the terms.

· INSET Days
Discussion was had about INSET days being together which are tagged onto the beginning and end of a holiday.  Could this be looked at for future years.  Mrs Branton mentioned that the days are selected to support staff wellbeing but also meaty curriculum work can take place over two days.

· EYFS Settling in days
Working parents have found that the 2 weeks ½ days are difficult especially if the children have been previously full time at a nursery.
Mrs Branton said that the class teacher is able to settle in the children better in smaller groups.  This also enables the children to better understand the routines and then therefore able to.......

· Twitter Photos
Not all classes are being shared on twitter.

· Water Bottes
Some children are unclear of when they are able to get their water when in class.  There may have been different rules during covid.



· DB Primary
Can children start to bring in their homework rather than uploading it onto DB Primary.  Mrs Branton said that the teachers are finding it more manageable on the platform but could be discussed that some pieces be brought in to be shared physically.  


	Email to be sent to parents asking for 3PR volunteers.  Responses to be received by Friday 21.10.22.

Email to be sent to parents asking if they would like to be a PTFA rep.  
PTFA to look at the calendar dates and attend events taking place at the school so they become more visible.



























Mrs Branton to discuss the possibility of this with SLT and Mr Kemp.


SLT to make a note of this when planning events throughout the year.

























Mrs Branton to mention to class teachers.


Expectations to be shared with children and parents.



Mrs Branton to discuss with teachers.  Also discuss the expectation of comments or smiley face on children’s work.

	3. AOB
	· Email to be sent to parents reminding them to contact the parent council email address with their phone numbers so that they can be added to the Parent Council - WhatsApp group.

· Reminder to all parents/children – children are not to ride their bikes or scooters in school.  This means from the top gates and when they come in from the bottom gate – all children should walk them through the school grounds.

· If the date changes on the Newsletter could this be highlighted so that parents can clearly see the change.

· Can parents have a reminder on how TTRS works and the different staging areas.

	4. Date of next meeting
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