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Message from Mrs Branton 
This morning, Oak Class wowed us all with their assembly, which beautifully showcased their hard work and learning this 
term. One of the highlights was their dramatic retelling of The Highwayman, a poem they’ve been studying in their English 
lessons. Using the Pie Corbett method, the children memorised the poem through a series of symbols and gestures, 
bringing it to life with expressive actions and words. This method has not only helped them to recall the poem but has 
also supported their own writing in class. The children are now using rich language and vivid imagery in their creative 
writing, drawing inspiration from the powerful story of the Highwayman.  
Their assembly also gave us a glimpse into their history lessons on crime and punishment through the ages. They shared 
fascinating facts about how laws and justice have evolved over time, linking their learning to The Highwayman and 
discussing how crimes like highway robbery were once dealt with. This cross-curricular approach has really deepened 
their understanding and engagement with the topic. It was a fantastic assembly, filled with enthusiasm, learning and 
creativity. Well done, Oak Class! 

 

Just a reminder that as it is parents’ evenings next week, there will be NO before and after school 
sports/activity clubs (except netball, basketball and choir which have been re-arranged for this week due to 

previous cancellations). Breakfast and after school club will operate as normal. 

Visit to Hutton Parish Church 

On Tuesday, pupils from Year 1 to Year 6 enjoyed a special visit to Hutton Parish Church, where they were warmly 

welcomed by Reverend Lisa. During their time at the church, they engaged in a rotation of three activities. Within the 

first activity, they thought about the emotions: happiness and sadness. They discussed what we can do to feel better if 

we are sad and learned what Christians do to feel better. The second activity involved thinking about peace. The 

children thought about what we do to feel peaceful and where we like to be to have some peace. They also learned 

that Christians believe that God looks after/ cares for people so that they can have His peace. In the third activity, the 

children reflected on what makes them happy and learned that Christians believe that God wants to make people 

happy. This was a fantastic cross-curricular workshop bringing their RE curriculum on Christianity to life as well as 

incorporating PSHE, British Values and promoting one of the school’s Core Values of Happiness. Through practical 

activities, discussions and quiet reflection, the children left the church inspired to focus on happiness in a meaningful 

way.  It was a wonderful visit, filled with positive energy and valuable life lessons and we are grateful to Rev. Lisa and 

Hutton Parish Church for their warm hospitality and guidance (especially for the gift of a small cake for each staff 

member and pupil- that certainly made us happy!). 

 

Sport News  

What a wonderful Wednesday where we attended the Brentwood District Triathlon.  Willowbrook's girls and boys team 

competed against various other schools from Brentwood where they all had to complete an 80m swim, followed by 

500m bike ride and then finish with a 400m run. One of our girls came 6th place and all of our children showed great 

strength and perseverance. 

 

Have a lovely weekend. Mrs Clare Branton, Headteacher. 
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This week’s Headteacher superstars are:  
Bobbi and Danel 

 

 
 

Well done 

 
Word of the week 

 

‘Wonderful words of the week’ 

Key Stage 1 

Elm – rhyme 

Beech - ferocious  

Key Stage 2 
Whitebeam - mechanical 

Chestnut - investigate 
Pine - pounded 
Oak - awkward 

  

 
 

Core value pupil 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done to the core value pupil from 

Whitebeam class who received this 

week’s award for happiness in the 

celebration assembly 
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School Admissions 
 

Secondary School Applications for September 
2025 – Reminder for Year 6 Parents 
 

Read about the secondary (year 7) school place 
application process. 

Year 6 children who have yet to submit an application, 
that they must do so by 31 October 2024. Any 
applications made late are dealt with after those made on 
time and so applying late reduces the chances of being 
offered a preferred school. 
 
Applications can be made via our website 
www.essex.gov.uk/admissions. 

 
Applications received after the 31 October 2024 are 
considered late and will reduce your chance of being 
offered a place at your preferred schools. 

Primary school places for September 2025 

From 4th November 2024 you can apply online for your 
child’s primary (reception) school place. 

Read about the primary (Reception)  school place 
application process. 

Applications received after the 15th January 2025 are 
considered late and will reduce your chance of being 
offered a place at your preferred schools. 

 

Childrens Lunch Menu 

 

 

https://www.essex.gov.uk/apply-for-a-secondary-school-place
http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions
https://www.essex.gov.uk/apply-for-a-primary-school-place
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Parentkind – the charity that supports school PTAs - have teamed up with Asda, who is making millions 
of pounds available to donate to primary schools across the UK through their ‘Cashpot for Schools’ 

initiative – all you have to do is, opt in through the Asda Rewards app, choose our primary school and 
shop and scan in store or shop online at Asda.com, between 2nd September and 30th November 2024 

Asda will donate 0.5% of the value of your shop to our PTA. Also, every time somebody opts in, Asda will 

give an additional £1 to the school Cashpot. Plus, it doesn’t stop there – Asda are also giving £50 to every 

school to get them started. 
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Diary Dates 

Please note dates and times are subject to change, please check the weekly newsletter and the website for 

updates.  Thank you. 

 AUTUMN TERM 2024 

1st October to 31st October 
2024 

Black History Month 

Tuesday 22nd October Parents Evening 15:30-18:00 

Wednesday 23rd October Parents Evening for EYFS and year 6 only 15:30-17:30 

Thursday 24th October Parents Evening 15:30-19:30 

21st to 25th October 2024 Book Fair will run alongside parents’ evenings 

23rd October 2024 Whole School Firework and Halloween Safety assembly provided 
by Essex Fire and Rescue 

25th October 2024 Beech Class Assembly 09.05am 

4th to 8th November  Year 6 residential trip  

7th November 2024 EYFS Road safety Presentation 

7th November 2024 Year 5 Road safety Presentation and Road safety walk  

7th November 2024 Prospective Parent Tour 1:30pm till 2:30pm 

8th November 2024 Elm Class Assembly 09:05am 

8th November 2024 Author Visit for EYFS & KS1 

12th November 2024 Year 6 Respect Assembly provided by Essex Fire and Rescue 

12th November 2024 One Plan meetings Elm & Oak 

11th November 2024 Anti-Bullying Week 

13th November 2024 Odd Socks Day - All you need to do is wear odd socks! It's a great 
way to celebrate what makes us all unique in Anti-Bullying Week! 

13th November 2024 One Plan meetings Chestnut 

13th November 2024 Pine Class year 6 residential parent meeting via TEAMS 4:45pm 

14th November 2024 One Plan meetings Holly & Whitebeam 

15th November 2024 BBC Children in need day – wear non-uniform with a Pudsey twist 
(ie spotty socks/hairband) collection buckets will be at the school 
gates for anyone wanting to make a voluntary donation 

15th November 2024 Holly Class Assembly 09:05am 

18th to 22nd November 2024 National Road Safety week 

19th November 2024 One Plan meetings Pine & Oak 

20th November 2024 Whole school flu immunisation 

20th & 21st November 2024 One Plan meetings Beech 

21st November 2024 Prospective Parent Tour 10am till 11am 

22nd November 2024 Chestnut Fabulous Finish 

26th November 2024 Last swimming lesson for Whitebeam and Chestnut  

28th November 2024 Parent Coffee Morning- Meet the PTFA and Governors. 
Performances from the school choir and Oak Class  

28th November 2024 Pine Fabulous Finish 2-3pm 

29th November 2024 Christmas House Morning 

3rd December 2024 Whole school Panto Trip 

4th December 2024 Year 5 & 6 Show at 2:15pm 
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6th December 2024 Year 3 & 4 Show at 2:15 pm 

13th December 2024 EYFS & KS1 Nativity at 9:20am and 2pm 

13th December 2024 Whitebeam class visiting Hutton View 1:30pm 

16th December 2024 RockSteady Concert at 2:20pm 

19th December 2024 Children’s Christmas Bazaar 

20th December 2024 Christmas dinner and Christmas jumper day 
Last day of term  

 

 

 

 


